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‘You get to meet the most incredible, 
creative people.’

graduation-cap Makeup Artistry

wrench Makeup & Special Effects Artist

Serena had never thought of makeup as the career 
for her until she went to a WelTec open day. One of 
the special effects tutors created a prosthetic wound 
on her forehead, and Serena managed to convince 
all her friends it was real. “Seeing those skills 
modelled in front of me made my decision to study 
at WelTec easy.”

Once at WelTec, she was met with passionate tutors 
who were always willing to engage and answer 
questions. Serena found it easy to get along with 
them, which made time in class always enjoyable.

Serena studied at the WelTec’s Wellington City 
campus - Te Kāhui Auaha, a creative campus filled 
with students studying dance, music, performing 
arts and more. This offered opportunities to 
collaborate with other programmes, like film, where 
Serena could practice her skills on aspiring actors. 

Serena’s now a freelance Makeup and Special Effects 
Artist, keeping herself busy with all sorts of projects, 
from films, commercials, weddings, and even 
working with the New Zealand Military. 

Serena’s interest in makeup started with her love 
of film, where she noticed how important a role 

makeup played. Being able to work on a film set 
and meet the incredible people working on them 
feels like a dream come true for her. “Some of 
the projects I have worked on include Avatar, Mr 
Corman, a Keith Urban music video, Antipodes, NZ 
series The Māori Sidesteps, World of Wearable Art, 
and so many more!”

Serena’s work has taken her to some unexpected 
places, like training days for the New Zealand 
Military. She helps to simulate an environment 
that could occur in real-life deployment, by adding 
prosthetic wounds to actors. 

Serena credits WelTec for getting her to where she 
is today. The skills she learnt, combined with the 
experience and connections of her tutors helped her 
crack into the industry and land her first job.

Follow the QR code below to read Serena's full story. 

Serena



Disclaimer: The information contained in this document is correct at the time of print. Whitireia and WelTec | Te Pūkenga reserves the right to
cancel or postpone any of the programmes, and shall not be liable for any claim other than the proportion of programme fees that the cancelled
portion bears. Some programmes may be dependent upon formal approval from NZQA (New Zealand Qualifications Authority), TEC (Tertiary
Education Commission) funding allocation, and the number of enrolments. As part of the NZQA targeted review of all Level 1-6 New Zealand
qualifications, there may still be changes to some programmes starting in 2024. Fees, programmes, entry and selection criteria, and dates, are
subject to change. Please check the relevant programme pages at whitireiaweltec.ac.nz for up-to-date information and full entry regulations before
applying to enrol. Information regarding English language requirements is available on each course page at whitireiaweltec.ac.nz.

New Zealand Certificate in Beauty
Therapy (Level 4)

Level 4

1 year, full-time

$6,800 (indicative for 2023 intake)

$22,724* (indicative for 2023 intake)

Get ready for the beauty industry. Gain skills
in facial therapy, hair removal, manicure and
pedicure, makeup, spray tanning, eyebrow
shaping and eyelash tinting. Learn essential
anatomy and physiology. Develop retail and
reception skills in our salon and work with
clients.

What you will learn

Waxing

Facial therapy

Manicure and pedicure

Make-up

Eyebrow shaping and eyelash tinting services

Client consultation, diagnosis and effective
communication

Retail and reception skills for beauty sales and
service

Knowledge of chemistry and electrical currents for
facial therapy

Safety, hygiene and first aid

Nutritional principles

Anatomy and physiology, including:
Cytology and Histology

The Lymphatic system

Physics

Chemistry

Integumentary system

Career options

Internationally recognised beauty therapist

Salon manager

Sales representative

Cruise line and resort work

Small business owner

Tutoring

Entry requirements

Under 20 years

NCEA Level 2 or equivalent skills and knowledge.

20+ years

If you’re 20 years or over, you may qualify for special
admission on this programme. Contact us if you don’t
meet the Under 20 entry criteria.

International students

Minimum IELTS (academic) score of 5.5 with no band
score lower than 5, or equivalent.

Find your country's equivalent academic entry
requirements here

*International fee displayed is for 1 year of study
(equivalent to 120 credits) and does not include
insurance and administration (approximately $924 per
year of study).

Course related costs

This programme has additional course related costs of
approximately $675 (includes uniform, manicure
items, brush set etc). 

These course related costs are not covered under any
fees free funding schemes. To apply for course related
costs (as a loan) visit studylink.

Related study options

New Zealand Diploma in Beauty Therapy (Level 5)

http://wandw-uat.sites.silverstripe.com/enrolment-information/international-enrolments/academic-entry-requirements
http://wandw-uat.sites.silverstripe.com/enrolment-information/international-enrolments/academic-entry-requirements
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/
http://wandw-uat.sites.silverstripe.com/international-students/international-study-programmes/hair-and-beauty/beauty-therapy/new-zealand-diploma-in-beauty-therapy-level-5

